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History
On November 27", 1983, Windsor Mennonite Fellowship met for its first worship
service. Thus began the Windsor church-planting project by the Conference of United
Mennonite Churches of Ontario, which is now Mennonite Church Eastern Canada
(MCEC). The original reasons for establishing the Windsor Mennonite Fellowship
(WMF) were:

1. To bring together Mennonites living in Windsor;

2. To be a spiritual home for Mennonite young adults studying or working in the city;

3. To be a peace and reconciliation witness in the Windsor community;

4. To reach out in Christian love to the community.

Name
Windsor Mennonite Fellowship (WMF)

Affiliation
WMF is a member of Mennonite Church Eastern Canada, Mennonite Church Canada,
and Mennonite World Conference.



Mission Statement

Windsor Mennonite Fellowship is a Jesus-centred community rooted in Anabaptist
values', where faith is deepened through:

dialogue,

discipleship,

shared rituals,

shared life,

and a shared commitment to living justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God.

Vision Statement

That Windsor Mennonite Fellowship be a sacred space embodying relationships of
reconciliation with God, self, neighbour, and creation, while inviting others to
participate in this alternative “Kin’dom” and way of life. Through the love of God, the
way of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit, we aspire to be a people who nurture
safety in belonging and inner transformation, that we may be a community of justice,
joy, hospitality, and peace together.

' Anabaptist Values: taking Jesus seriously, the soul’s consent (i.e. adult baptism), ethics opposed to
empire, nonviolent and noncoercive reconciliation and peacebuilding, communal life, simplicity, separation
of church and state, justice and hospitality.

2 Kin'dom: We prefer kin’dom as an alternative to kingdom in a culture that doesn’t have kings and
kingdoms, because we still need language to accurately articulate the world Jesus is pointing us to as an
alternative to empire. Translating Jesus’ words basilea theou as ‘kin'dom’ steers us away from patriarchal
and worldly understandings of power (avarice, domination, coercion, sexism, colonialism, violence, etc),
and redirects us toward the religious, political, and relational essence and implications of Jesus’ now but
not yet ecosystem and eschatological hope. It is an ecosystem where those on the underside of power
are lifted up, the oppressed are liberated, the disinherited are restored, and all parts of creation are
reorganized, related, liberated, loved, forgiven, and included (hence ‘kin’).



Grounding Our Faith

We, at Windsor Mennonite Fellowship, centre our faith on the person of Jesus Christ.
Our beliefs aspire to follow the life, teaching, and character of Jesus. This includes how
we understand God, the Bible, our relationships with one another, creation, the wider
community, this constitution, the church structure, and leadership roles within our local
congregation.

We Interpret The Bible Through Jesus

How we read the Bible is just as important as what we read in the Bible. When
interpreting the Holy Scriptures, we recognize that every person or group reads and
interprets the Scriptures through a particular lens. We recognize that the interpretation
and subsequent application of the Bible can have serious impacts on the life of the faith
community. The interpretation of the Bible can be weaponized to cause great harm or be
a source of profound healing, insight, and hope.

The Bible is a collection of ancient documents from a different time, culture, and context
- not easily transferable to the 21st century without the careful work of humble,
responsible, contemplative, and community-based hermeneutics (the study and
interpretation of Scripture).

With this consideration in mind we believe that central to interpreting the Bible is using
a Jesus-shaped hermeneutic. This means that we filter our understanding of Scripture
through Jesus’ life and teachings, particularly the way Jesus himself shows us how to
read the Scriptures in the Sermon on the Mount.

The Scriptures do not point to themselves as the source of life, the Scriptures point to
Jesus, who is described as the living “Word of God.” If our interpretations of the Bible
do not lead us to God revealed in Christ, we are not reading the Bible in a Christ-centred
way. Although the written word of God is a central part of the Christian life and of
knowing Christ, it cannot be separated from Jesus, the living Word of God.

The Meaning & Application of the Bible is Discerned Within Community

We believe that prayerful dialogue, discussion, and mutual submission among the
gathered community is necessary for responsible hermeneutics. Through the lived
experience and diversity in the Body of Christ, we discern the meanings and applications
of the Scriptures. Private study of Scripture is a valuable part of spiritual formation, but
interpretation isolated from relationships and a plurality of voices disconnects us from
the inspiration and accountability to each other in the Spirit.



The Bible is Our Primary Text & Authority for Understanding & Practicing
Our Faith

Through the witness of Jesus, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and the gathered
community in Christ we look to the Bible as our primary source for learning about four
fundamental relationships:

Our relationship with God,

our relationship with one another,
our relationship with ourselves,
and our relationship with creation.

These relationships are not mutually exclusive but rely upon one another and weave
themselves through the books, songs, stories, poems, letters, and histories contained in
the Bible.

Our Interpretation of The Bible Relies Upon The History of Interpretation.
We do not read the Scriptures in an historical vacuum. We look to thousands of years of
interpretation for wisdom and knowledge. We join the ancient and sacred conversation
of our ancestors in the community of the historic Church as we interpret Scripture,
while taking into account the convictions we share with other Mennonite churches.

The Mennonite church is a Christian denomination with roots in the 16th century
Protestant Reformation. However, the Anabaptist movement, of which the Mennonite
church is a part, aspired to take this even further. Anabaptists were convinced that
Scripture calls for adult baptism upon confession of faith, separation of church and
state, the priesthood of all believers, etc. The Mennonite church is also one of the
historic Peace Churches.

Variance On The Confession of Faith In A Mennonite Perspective.

Windsor Mennonite Fellowship participants generally accept the Confession of Faith in
a Mennonite Perspective (Scottdale, PA and Waterloo, ON: Herald Press, 1995), but add
some qualifying updates in regard to Article 19. WMF has prayerfully discerned and
chosen to join other MC Canada congregations in amending Article 19 to better reflect
our position of LGBTQIA+ inclusion. As written, Article 19, “Family, Singleness, and
Marriage,” of the Confession does not reflect the theology and practices of our local
church concerning the welcoming and inclusion of all persons. We believe that God
intends marriage to be a covenant between two persons for life. A summary of the
Confession is attached as Appendix A.



Structure
Windsor Mennonite Fellowship shall be led by elected leaders which include elders,
trustees, and pastor(s) of the Fellowship.

1. The Council of Elders

The Council of Elders (elders) shall consist of the pastor(s), the chair of elders, and
additional active members of the congregation using a guide of one elder for every 12
members.

The chair of elders, who shall also be the congregational chair, shall be identified and
affirmed by the congregation. The chair should strive for consensus in all
decision-making. The elders shall appoint a secretary from among them, who shall also
be the congregational secretary.

The Council of Elders shall:
a. meet regularly to give leadership to all aspects of congregational life,
including visioning, goal setting and discerning the Spirit’s leading at WMF;
b. discern policies and decisions based on Anabaptist theology and share these
with the congregation through dialogue and teaching;
c. pray regularly for the welfare of the congregation and its members;
d. participate in such practical tasks as visitation, preparation of communion
and baptism;
e. where gifts allow, participate in the teaching/preaching ministry of the
congregation;
f. be responsible for forming a pastoral search committee and carrying out
pastoral reviews and ministry leader reviews as necessary;
g. initiate periodic meetings with the trustees and program coordinators in the
form of a Joint Leadership Team;
h. submit a report to the annual meeting of WMF;
i. provide ongoing support to the pastor(s).



2. The Pastor(s)
The pastor shall be a minister of the Gospel and be grounded in the
Anabaptist-Mennonite faith.

The pastor shall:
a. be an elder and together with the Council of Elders give leadership to all
aspects of congregational life, including visioning, goal-setting, and discerning
the Spirit’s leading at WMF;
b. pray regularly for the congregation and its members;
c. preach and teach the Word of God as the source of truth, transformation and
direction for life; thereby equipping members for the ministry to which God
calls them:;
d. engage Anabaptist spiritual tradition in all areas of church life;
e. lead in the ordinances of the church including baptism and communion and
perform services such as weddings, child blessings and funerals as needed in the
congregation;
f. provide for pastoral care and be available to persons in times of crisis and
transition;
g. represent the church and serve in the conference and broader community as
time and abilities allow;
h. participate in periodic reviews of her/his ministry as mediated by the Council
of Elders;
i. submit a report to the annual meeting of WMF.



3. The Trustees

The Trustees shall consist of four active members of the congregation, one of whom
shall be the congregational chair, one treasurer, one property coordinator, and one
secretary. The congregation may also elect one person to act as rental liaison that shall
meet with the Trustees. Trustees shall be affirmed by the congregation. Terms are for
three years and are renewable. However it is suggested that a person rest for one year
after two consecutive terms. The elder chairperson shall be designated to serve as liaison
between the Trustees and Council of Elders. Note: To comply with legal requirements,
the pastor may attend meetings but may not vote, make or second motions.

The Trustees shall:
a. in consultation with the elders and program coordinators, prepare an annual
budget for congregational approval;
b. receive, hold and distribute all funds of WMF, keeping records of all
transactions;
c. work with the pastor and Council of Elders in stewardship and trusteeship
education;
d. prepare documents required by government agencies;
e. provide for the maintenance and enhancement of WMF property;
f. prepare a financial statement and a report for the annual meeting.



4. The Gift Discernment Committee

The Church is a body of believers, all of whom are gifted by God's Spirit and called to
exercise their gifts for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God. The task of discerning
gifts and relating them to ministries is of special significance in the life of the
congregation. For this purpose, a Gift Discernment Committee shall be established
composed of the Pastor(s) and Elders or a committee appointed by the Joint Leadership
Teams3, which shall constitute the pastor, one (1) Joint Leadership Team member and
two (2) non-Joint Leadership congregational members. If and when the active
membership exceeds seventy (70) people, the committee members shall be elected by
the congregation for three-year non-renewable terms at the annual meeting and shall
consist of the pastor and three active members, none of whom may be an elder.

The Gift Discernment Committee shall
a. be aware of leadership needs in the congregation and discern those gifts
within the congregation to meet those needs;
b. bring the names for the positions of elder, trustee, and program coordinators,
and committee member to the congregation for its affirmation and blessing;
d. review each elder’s term every three years before he/she may be presented to
the congregation for possible reaffirmation as it is suggested that a person rest
for one year after two consecutive terms;
e. be accountable to the congregation and submit a written report to the annual
meeting when appropriate.

Removal from Leadership Positions
There may be times when removal from a leadership position is required. The following
means shall be pursued with patience and grace, for the sake of mutual accountability:

a. Temporary Withdrawal: A person will temporarily withdraw from a position in
the face of any unproven allegations of any wrongdoing, as determined by the
Joint Leadership Team, to allow a review by the Joint Leadership Team.

b. Suspension: The Joint Leadership Team may temporarily suspend a person if, in
its opinion, a suspension is required to protect the Church, including its standing
in the community, until a congregational meeting is held.

c. Removal: A person may be removed by a majority vote at a congregational
meeting if that person has lost the confidence of the membership.

® The Joint Leadership Team is a meeting of the combined WMF Elders and Trustees.



Programs & Ministries

Windsor Mennonite Fellowship may initiate and carry out programs and ministries that
are in keeping with its purpose statement. Therefore, the Gift Discernment Committee
shall recommend a coordinator for each program as identified.

Coordinators shall be active members and/or active adherents in the congregation,
serve for three-year renewable terms, and be responsible to the Council of Elders. It is
suggested that a person rest for one year after two consecutive terms Coordinators may
call upon willing members and/or adherents to assist in carrying out these programs.
Coordinators are welcome to attend all Joint Leadership Team meetings as non-voting
observers.

Additionally, WMF members are encouraged to respond to community needs by
initiating ministries in keeping with their gifts and calling. All ministries carried out in
the name of WMF shall be brought to the Council of Elders for blessing and support.

Decision-Making

Decisions involving the hiring of paid staff, the affirmation of volunteers, and the
direction of resources (annual budget, selling or buying property) shall be
congregational decisions. A majority vote of 75% shall determine resolutions. A quorum
of 30% of the membership is required for a congregational meeting where formal
motions are being entertained.

Proxy votes will be permitted if the motion(s) have been distributed to all members at
least two Sundays prior to the meeting and are submitted in writing to the
Congregational Chairperson prior to the meeting.

Decision-Making Provision for Adherents

An adherent of a congregation is a person who contributes regularly to the life and work
of the congregation but is not a member. People have often established long-standing,
committed relationships with the church without formally becoming “members.” These
people are valued participants in the life of congregations as “adherents.” Adherents
may vote at meetings if the members decide to allow adherents full voting rights
through a motion made at the beginning of a meeting. Adherents will be recorded
alongside members.



Covenant & Membership
We understand a covenant to be a solemn promise between two or more persons,
binding them to a mutual commitment. Membership in Windsor Mennonite Fellowship
is a spiritual covenant which affirms the following:
1. a personal commitment to God through faith in Jesus Christ;
2. a commitment to trust that God is faithful and actively working in our lives,
our communities, and our world as promised;
3. a commitment to interpreting Scripture in community through a
Jesus-shaped lens (see Grounding our Faith section);
4. a commitment to the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective (1995)
(see Grounding Our Faith section for Variance on the Confession of Faith in a
Mennonite Perspective.);
5. a commitment to be accountable to the covenant community and to give and
receive counsel and discipline in a spirit of love
6. a commitment to the Fellowship to participate actively in congregational life.
Anyone having received instruction in the tenets of our faith and having made the
covenant outlined above before God and the congregation may become a full member of
Windsor Mennonite Fellowship through one of the following:
1. baptism by water;
2. presentation of a letter for a transfer of membership in the case of an
individual having undergone believer's baptism;
3. profession of faith in the case of an individual who has undergone believer's
baptism but is unable to obtain a letter of transfer;
4. consecration in the case of an individual who has been baptized as an infant
and has or has not subsequently been confirmed.

Change in Membership Status
Membership in the congregation may change status by:
a. becoming voluntarily inactive;
b. letter of transfer;
c. action of the congregation, upon recommendation of the Joint Leadership Team.

Members who have not been involved in the life of the congregation for one (1) year,
who do not respond to encouragement for renewed relationship, and who fail to respond
after 3 different forms of communications from the congregation regarding a desire for
continuing membership, shall be moved to inactive church membership. Inactive
church members are counted as part of the church but not of the voting quorum. Active
membership shall be granted upon their expressed desire for renewed active
participation.



Resources & Money

Windsor Mennonite Fellowship, to achieve its purposes, shall employ all proper means,
such as offerings, donations and legacies in the raising of funds. It is hereby declared
that the Fellowship shall be carried on without the purpose of gain for its members and
that the profits or other accretions to the organization shall be used in the promoting of
its objectives.

Amendments To The Constitution

This constitution may be amended, altered or repealed through a Council of Elders'
recommendation at a meeting of the membership of WMF, provided that the proposed
changes have been submitted in writing to the congregation at least four weeks prior to
the meeting.



APPENDIX A

SUMMARY OF THE CONFESSION OF FAITH IN A MENNONITE PERSPECTIVE
(1995)

1. We worship the one holy and loving God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2. We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word of God become flesh.

3. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal Spirit of God.

4. We believe that all Scripture is inspired by God through the Holy Spirit for instruction
in salvation and training in righteousness.

5. We believe that God has created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them.

6. We believe that God has created human beings in the divine image.

7. We confess that, beginning with Adam and Eve, humanity has disobeyed God, given
way to the tempter, and chosen to sin.

8. We believe that through Jesus Christ, God offers salvation from sin and a new way of
life to all people.

9. We believe the church is the assembly of those who have accepted God's offer of
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

10. We believe that the church is called to proclaim and to be a sign of the kingdom of
God.

11. We believe that the baptism of believers with water is a sign of their cleansing from
sin and a pledge before the church to walk in the way of Jesus.

12. We believe that the Lord's Supper is a sign by which the church thankfully
remembers the new covenant which Jesus established by his death.

13. We believe that Jesus Christ calls us to serve one another in love as he did.

14. We believe that the practice of discipline in the church is a sign of God's offer of
forgiveness and transforming grace.

15. We believe that ministry continues the work of Christ, who gives gifts through the
Holy Spirit to all believers.

16. We believe that the church of Jesus Christ is one body with many members.

17. We believe that Jesus Christ calls us to take up our cross and follow him.

18. We believe that to be a disciple of Jesus is to know life in the Spirit.

19. We believe that God intends human life to begin in families and to be blessed
through families.

20. We commit ourselves to tell the truth, to give a simple yes or no, and to avoid the
swearing of oaths.

21. We believe that everything belongs to God, who calls us to live as faithful stewards of
all that God has entrusted to us.

22. We believe that peace is the will of God.

23. We believe that the church is God's "holy nation," called to give full allegiance to
Christ its head and to witness to all nations about God's saving love.

24. We place our hope in the reign of God and in its fulfilment in the day when Christ
our ascended Lord will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.

- Prepared by Helmut Harder for use in the proposed Constitution and Bylaws of
Mennonite Church Canada, November 1998



APPENDIX B

SHARED CONVICTIONS - MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE

By the grace of God, we seek to live and proclaim the good news of reconciliation in
Jesus Christ. As part of the one body of Christ at all times and places, we hold the
following to be central to our belief and practice:

1.

God is known to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Creator who seeks to
restore fallen humanity by calling a people to be faithful in fellowship, worship,
service and witness.

Jesus is the Son of God. Through his life and teachings, his cross and
resurrection, he showed us how to be faithful disciples, redeemed the world, and
offers eternal life.

As a church, we are a community of those whom God’s Spirit calls to turn from
sin, acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, receive baptism upon confession of faith,
and follow Christ in life.

As a faith community, we accept the Bible as our authority for faith and life,
interpreting it together under Holy Spirit guidance, in the light of Jesus Christ to
discern God’s will for our obedience.

The Spirit of Jesus empowers us to trust God in all areas of life so we become
peacemakers who renounce violence, love our enemies, seek justice, and share
our possessions with those in need.

We gather regularly to worship, to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and to hear the
Word of God in a spirit of mutual accountability.

As a world-wide community of faith and life we transcend boundaries of
nationality, race, class, gender and language. We seek to live in the world without
conforming to the powers of evil, witnessing to God’s grace by serving others,
caring for creation, and inviting all people to know Jesus Christ as Saviour and
Lord.

In these convictions we draw inspiration from Anabaptist forebears of the 16th century,
who modelled radical discipleship to Jesus Christ. We seek to walk in his name by the
power of the Holy Spirit, as we confidently await Christ’s return and the final fulfillment
of God’s kingdom.

Adopted by Mennonite World Conference
General Council
March 15, 2006



